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Our Mission Statement: 

Spreading God’s Love Through Ministry, Fellowship and Outreach 

UMCOR Disaster Relief in Haiti 
A major earthquake hit Port-au-Prince, Haiti on January 12, causing widespread destruction. 

Millions of people are affected and thousands are feared dead. The United Methodist Com-

mittee on Relief (UMCOR), the humanitarian relief agency for The United Methodist Church, 

has close ties with the Methodist Church in Haiti and is responding to the devastating earth-

quake with funding, material resources, and prayers. UMCOR is working with its partners on 

the ground to provide immediate relief to the people of Haiti. UMCOR has worked in Haiti 

for many years, and anticipates there will be years of rebuilding needed. 

Even before the earthquake, the people of Haiti were suffering. As the poorest country in the 

Western hemisphere, 80% of Haiti’s population lives in extreme poverty and hunger. Most 

Haitians survive on less than $2 per day and must depend on financial assistance from rela-

tives in other countries to meet their basic needs. Haiti has the highest rates of mortality for 

mothers, infants, and children under age five. Sixty-percent of the population lacks access to 

the most basic healthcare. 

Gifts to support UMCOR’s Haiti relief efforts may be placed in the offering plate in mission 

envelopes marked ―UMCOR Haiti.‖ Checks to Bethany marked Haiti Relief may also be 

mailed to the church or dropped off in the church office. These donations will be relayed by 

Bethany UMC to UMCOR Advance #418325. One hundred-percent of gifts will go to help 

the people of Haiti because The United Methodist Church provides the administrative support 

for UMCOR. Please continue to keep those directly affected by the earthquake, and the emer-

gency workers and volunteers who are coordinating and delivering aid to the victims, in your 

thoughts and prayers. 
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Leadership Training 

Leadership Training 
If you are serving on one of Bethany’s ministry teams this year, you’ll want to mark Saturday, January 23, on your 

calendar. That’s the morning of our annual Ministry Team Training. Last year’s event was a huge success and received high 

marks in the evaluations, and we’re planning an equally interesting training this year. 

The purpose of this event is to equip our teams with all the information, tools, and resources they need. The morning 

includes a session for all the Bethany teams to meet together (information will be shared including an improved ―Big 

Book O’Wisdom‖), and time for each team to meet separately and discuss their goals. We will end with a lunch where 

we’ll hear a report from each team about their plans for the year. All in all, it’s a fast-paced, information-packed morning. 

We ask that all team chairs arrive for a special meeting at 8:00 a.m. Team members should arrive at 8:45 a.m. for 

refreshments and to check in. Our general session will begin at 9:00 a.m. and we’ll be done by 1:00 p.m. 

This is our general schedule: 

 8:00 Special meeting for all team chairs 

 8:45 Check-in and refreshments for team members 

 9:00 Training, tips, and a revised Big Book O’ Wisdom 

  Individual Team meetings 

 11:30 Lunch and reports from all teams 

All team members are asked to call the church office at 238-6381 to let us know 

whether you will be able to attend. 

Peace Corner 
Movie Recommendation: Bethany members are encouraged to view the movie ―Invictus‖! It tells a wonderful and in-

spiring story about events that resulted in reconciliation and forgiveness among the people of the country of South 

Africa. 

A true story, it is set in the year 1995. Elected a year earlier, Nelson Mandela needed to find a cause that would unite 

the people of his nation. The citizens of South Africa were deeply divided. The black majority were understandably 

angry about the 50 years of apartheid which they had endured. The minority white citizens feared the domination of a 

people they had looked down upon, dehumanized, and used for their own benefit. 

The cause Mandela hoped would lead to a united nation seemed far-fetched. It was support of the Springboks, their 

national rugby team, long associated with the white supremacist rule. See the movie and see what happens. If you 

want to learn more, the paperback ―Invictus‖ and a biography of Nelson Mandela, ―Long Walk to Freedom,‖ are in the 

church library. 

Marge Lyford for Peace Fellowship 



 

 Bethany Banner 

3 

Words of Kindness  

 
 

Thank you very much to those who helped take down, 

pack, organize, and store the church holiday decorations. 

Everyone’s effort made the job go quickly. Thank you, also, 

to Walt Holthaus for building storage shelves for the trees. 

Thank you to Cheryl Saltzman for sharing her beautiful 

harp music with us over the Holiday season. 

Congratulations to Shirley Anderson on the birth of a great 

granddaughter, Loreli. 

Students Confirmed 
Nine Bethany youth were confirmed by Pastor Brad 

Mather at the 9:00 am Worship service on Sunday, January 

10, 2010. They were also introduced at the 10:45 am 

Worship service. The confirmands are Matthew Goulette, 

Ian Hindle, Nicholas Kimball, Samuel Kimball, Bailey 

Leighton, Emily O’Malley, Madelon Peterson, Jared 

Wilson, and Katelyn Zutter. 

A huge thank you goes to Claire Mather who facilitated the 

confirmation class and mentored the students through 

their religious studies. 

New additions to the ushering teams whose service will be 

greatly appreciated: Jim and Diane Blotz, Diane Barrett, 

and Rod McKenzie. 

In response to the disaster in Haiti, the men’s coffee group 

has contributed $75 to the Haiti UMCOR Advance Special. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agape 
AGAPE will meet on February 10 at 6:30 pm. There will be 

a light supper. Afterwards we’ll learn how to make a Duct 

Tape-T-Shirt Tote. The tote can be used to carry wet 

swimming suits and towels. You’ll need to bring a t-shirt 

(the larger the shirt, the larger the bag), 4 rolls duct tape    

1 1/2‖ wide or 1 roll 2‖ wide (duct tape comes in a variety 

of colors—be creative). Please bring what supplies you 

can: scissors, stapler and staples. 

Questions call Jan Lorentz at 848-3117 or email 

shawtown90@yahoo.com. 

Reflections Book Study 
Our February selection is The Glass Castle: A Memoir by 

Jeannette Walls. This memoir describes the author’s 

childhood as her eccentric, nomadic parents frequently 

moved their family. Her family was often homeless and 

lacked adequate food and clothing. A limited number of 

copies are available for loan in Brad’s office. Please join 

the discussion at Bethany on February 15 at 2:30 pm. 

Retreat Correction 
Bethany women, please note a correction about the 

women’s retreat at Pine Lake. It will begin at noon on 

Saturday, March 6 (not Friday as formerly printed). It will 

be a one day retreat. The theme for our time together will 

be ―A Sabbath Walk.‖ Watch for further details. 

The Ministry of Bethany Softball 
It may seem early, but the summer softball season is just 

around the corner. With this in mind we are welcoming 

back those people that have played softball in the past and 

we are extending an invitation to new players who might 

wish to join us for a summer of good clean fun. Games are 

played on Friday evenings at softball diamonds on the 

west side of Madison. The team is a slow pitch, Co-ed team 

for persons 16 years of age and older. If you have even the 

slightest thought about 

playing, or if you have any 

questions, please contact Ric 

Johnson at 663-4910 or 

320-5877. 
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High School 

Sunday, January 24—Youth Group—6:00 to 7:30 pm in the Youth Room 

We will be discussing the winter/spring schedule (retreat?, lock-in?, mission projects?, movie nights?, other ideas?) 

Sunday, January 31—Fifth Sunday Out 

Meet at 6:00 pm at church. We’ll be going to a restaurant to enjoy a meal as a special treat. You do not need money. 

Sunday, February 7—No Youth Group (Becky will be recovering from the Middle School Retreat to Pine Lake) 

Sunday, February 14—Youth Group—5:30 to 7:00 pm in the Youth Room 

Very Important Meeting. I will bring some ideas for the Youth Worship Service so we can get started. 

Middle School 

Sunday, January 24—Youth Group—3:30 to 5:00 pm in the Youth Room 

Sunday, January 31—Youth Group—3:30 to 5:00 pm in the Youth Room 

Friday, February 5 to Sunday, February 7—Middle School Retreat 

We will be heading to Pine Lake Camp for a weekend of fun including sledding, winter hiking, snowball fights, indoor 

games, movies and, of course, Bible study. We will be eating at the camp dining hall on Saturday and sleeping in a 

wonderful roomy house owned by the camp. 

Departure time: 5:30 pm on Friday, February 5. (Please eat supper before you come.) 

Return time: Approximately 1:30 pm on Sunday, February 7. (Bring money for a fast food lunch on the way home.) 

Cost for the Weekend: $40 

What to Bring: Signed permission slip and $40, sleeping bag/pillow, camp clothing, towel, toiletries, a snack to share, 

money for lunch on the way home. 

Friends: Space is limited, however, I may be able to accommodate a few friends. Let me know if you would like to bring 

someone and we will see what we can work out. 

Parents: We will need drivers this time. I would like to schedule different parents for drop off and pick up so you 

would only need to make the trip once. 

***There will be no Sunday Afternoon youth group meeting on Sunday, February 7. 

Sunday, February 14—Youth Group—3:30 to 5:00 pm in the Youth Room 

Looking Ahead—Some future dates to get on your calendar: 

Sunday, March 14—Rehearsal for Youth Worship Service 

Sunday, March 21—Youth Worship Service 

**Please note: this date has been changed from March 14 to accommodate church scheduling issues. 

Saturday, April 24—Spring Rent-A-Youth in lieu of the Rummage Sale 

Sunday, May 9—Mother’s Day Cookie Sale Fundraiser 

Mission Trip Meeting Dates 

Sunday, February 28: 10:00 to 10:45 am Parent and Youth Mission Trip General Info and Forms Meeting 

You will be receiving the forms, which you are welcome to fill out on the spot. You will also receive packing info, dress, 

and other Youthworks policy info. 

Sunday, April 18: 6:00 to 7:30 pm Preparation Meeting 

You must complete and return all forms to me by this date. 

Sunday, June 20: 11:00 am to 1:00 pm Final Prep Meeting 

We will have lunch, get wound up about the trip and discuss final details. 
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Youth Ministries 



 Children Ministries 
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Sunday School News 

January Calendar 

Sunday, January 24—Unified Mission Sunday 

Sunday, January 31—Regular Sunday School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Calendar 

Sunday, February 7—Regular Sunday School 

Sunday, February 14—Regular Sunday School 

Sunday, February 21—Unified Cinema Sunday  

Sunday, February 28—Regular Sunday School 

Wanting Child Care??? 

Reminder to all church patrons:  

If you are hosting an activity or special event at the 

church and would like child care to be available….don’t 

forget to contact me!  We are very fortunate to have 

Sonia, Becky, and Megan who are all willing and wanting 

to help you provide child care for your event!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Unified Mission Sunday 
IT”S TIME TO CLEAN OUT YOUR TOY BIN!!!! 

We are gathering items to be donated to The Miracle 
Garden Tsunami Children’s Home in India.  This is an or-
phanage (run by Michelle Pandian, daughter of Judy 
Loveless) in India that takes care of children who lost 
their families from the Tsunami a few years ago. 

Please bring one (or more!) of the following items to do-
nate: 

Girl Toys:  Littlest Pet Shop or Polly Pockets, Beanie Ba-
bies, Barbie dolls, baby dolls, fashion jewelry, play cook-
ware, and play food. 

Boy Toys:  Legos, Matchbox cars, trick tracks, and Nerf 
toys. 

Any gender:  puzzles, blocks, coloring books, building 
toys, plastic play animals, and balloons. 

The orphanage currently has 17 girls and 28 boys.  We are 
looking to provide each child with AT LEAST ONE toy.  
(The toys can be used or new.) 

Please bring your toys on SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 as we 
will be putting together our care package during our  
Unified Mission Sunday School time. 

THANK YOU! 

Contact Info: 

If you have any questions or comments, I can be reached 

at: kschaller@mhtc.net or 437-1159 

Office Hours:  Sundays 8:00-12:00.  

Kara Schaller– Director of Children’s Ministries 

Simple Gifts for January 2010 will benefit Harvest of Hope.  

This will be a difficult winter for many Wisconsin farm families. Input costs for seed, fertilizer, and other supplies have escalated while milk, 

corn, and other commodity prices have plummeted to about half of last year’s prices. In addition, farm families are experiencing the same 

problems as the rest of us in our faltering economy: rising costs for food, loss of off-farm jobs, lack of health insurance, and difficulty in 

obtaining credit. The Harvest of Hope Fund—a statewide, faith-based initiative that offers financial help and hope to Wisconsin farm 

families—has granted over 1,400 gifts totaling more than $870,000 to farm families in distress over the 23 years it has been in existence. 

Applications for assistance have been flooding in this year. The Fund has already granted 101 gifts totaling $68,712 in the first 11 months 

of 2009, making it one of the largest totals for the Fund in one year since its inception. Major uses of gifts include the prevention of power 

cutoff, buying feed for cattle, purchasing fuel, buying groceries, and paying medical bills. 

Loose coins in the offering plate, and checks or currency in a mission envelope designated Harvest of Hope will go to the Harvest of Hope 

Fund. 
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“I don’t need a Driver Safety Class!” 
 

Are you one of the folks that think your driving is just fine?  Very 

few of us want to admit that sometimes we are confused by the 
new equipment on our automobiles or the changes in motoring 

laws, or all the problems the “other drivers” cause for us.  

For those of us over 60 many changes in the roadways, the 
vehicles and the laws have occurred since we first began to drive.   

AARP offers a four-hour Driver Safety Program (DSP) which has 
been available since 1965, and has been upgraded many times. 

The DSP curriculum focuses on these changes and how we might 
compensate for changes in our vision, hearing, and reaction time.   

A participant workbook, lecture, and videos make for a fast paced presentation.  Some 

auto insurance companies offer a discount to clients that take the DSP.  Check with 
your insurance agent. 

Bethany United Methodist Church will host a Driver Safety Program for drivers over the 

age of 50 on March 1, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  A lunch break will be provided; a light 
sack lunch is suggested. 

Pre-registration is required, contact Rachel at 238-6381.   The DSP cost is: $12 for 
AARP members (bring your AARP membership number), $14 for non-members. 

So, why would someone with a “good driving record” need to take a driver safety 

course?   Have you avoided a crash by skill or luck? 

Steve Sheets will be our AARP Driver Safety Program Instructor.  Steve has taught this 
highly acclaimed four-hour course for several years.  Here is some of the feedback 

from participants in previous classes: 
 “The instructor was personable, interesting and made us aware of the value of this 

class.  I was glad to be here.” 
 “Well presented, student participation allowed and encouraged.” 

 “I learned many valuable lessons and will put them to use.  Many uncertainties 

about driving rules & laws were clarified.” 

 “This is a top rate class; it’s what I needed as a refresher.” 

 “I’m very happy that I took this class.  I drive a lot; I know this will help me.” 

 

Register now by calling Rachel at 238-6381. 
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Attendance 
A look at our faithfulness  

  

January 10, 2010 

 8:00 am worship 18 

 9:00 am worship 105 

 10:45 am worship 94 

  Total 217 

January 17, 2010 

 8:00 am worship 20

     9:00 am worship 81 

 10:45 am worship 92 

  Total 193 

Weeks Ahead at Bethany 

Friday, January 22 

Adult Fellowship .......................... Noon 

Women’s AA ............................ 7:00 pm 

Saturday, January 23 

Leadership Training ................ 8:00 am 

Sunday, January 24 

Worship ......................... 8, 9, 10:45 am 

Sunday School ......................... 9:15 am 

Faithlink ................................... 9:15 am 

Middle School Youth .............. 3:30 pm 

High School Youth ................. 6:00 pm 

Madison Chamber Choir ....... 6:00 pm 

Monday, January 25 

WI Children’s Choir ................ 5:00 pm 

Cub Scout Pinewood Derby .. 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, January 26 

Yoga .......................................... 9:45 am 

Website Task Force ................. 6:30 pm 

Cambrian Welsh Singers ........ 6:45 pm 

Martial Arts .............................. 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, January 27 

Overeaters Anonymous ............... Noon 

Angelus Bells ........................... 5:00 pm 

Proud Theater .......................... 5:30 pm 

Carillons ................................... 6:15 pm 

Church Council ....................... 7:00 pm 

Thursday, January 28 

Yoga .......................................... 5:20 pm 

Praise Song .............................. 6:30 pm 

Chancel Choir .......................... 7:30 pm 

Friday, January 29 

Women’s AA ............................ 7:00 pm 

Sunday,  January 31  

Worship ......................... 8, 9, 10:45 am 

Sunday School ......................... 9:15 am 

Faithlink ................................... 9:15 am 

Middle School Youth .............. 3:30 pm 

HS 5th Sunday Out ................ 6:00 pm 

Madison Chamber Choir ....... 6:00 pm 
 

 

 

Greeters: 

 9:00  Linda Holthaus 

 Walt Holthaus 

10:45 Don Green 

 Sylvia Green 

Ushers: 

   8:00  Bob Reese 

 9:00  Charlie Byers 

   Brandon Fredendall 

   Susan Fredendall 

   Linda Harvey   

 10:45  Faith Bauman 

   Winnie Boyar 

   Bev Schrag  

Liturgists:   

   8:00 Bob Lange 

 10:45 Judy Loveless 

Count Offering: 

10:00  Bob Frint 

11:45  Bob Frint 

  Larry Wold 

Pianist:   Sue Lundeen 

Coffee:  Lisa Coleman 

  Linda Harvey 

  Judy Loveless 

 

 

     Worship Volunteers 1/24 

Greeters: 

  9:00 Alex Battaglia 

 Mary Kay Battaglia 

10:45 Kathryn Larsen 

 Sally Oosterhous 

Ushers: 

 8:00  Bob Reese 

 9:00  Charlie Knudsen 

   Deb Knudsen 

   Ellen Simenstad 

   Paul Simenstad 

10:45  Diane Blotz 

   Jim Blotz 

   Sandra Arrington 

Liturgists:  

  8:00  Shirley Kramer 

10:45   Bill Tishler 

Count Offering: 

10:00  Bob Frint 

11:45   Sandra Arrington 

  Bob Frint 

Pianist:   Helen Thayer 

Coffee:  Lisa Coleman 

  Linda Harvey 

  Judy Loveless 
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Monday, February 1 

WI Children’s Choir ............... 5:00 pm 

Cub Scouts .............................. 6:30 pm 

City of Madison District 11 Mtg 

 .................................................. 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, February 2 

Yoga .......................................... 9:45 am 

Uppity Women of the Bible.. 6:00 pm 

Wednesday, February 3 

Overeaters Anonymous .............. Noon 

Proud Theater ......................... 5:30 pm 

Preschool Lab .......................... 5:30 pm 

Thursday, February 4 

Yoga ......................................... 5:20 pm 

Angelus Bells ........................... 5:00 pm 

Carillons ................................... 6:15 pm 

Praise Song .............................. 6:30 pm 

Chancel Choir ......................... 7:30 pm 



 

 

Next Banner  

Copy Deadline:  
Sunday, January 31, 2010 

 

Next Bulletin  

Copy Deadline:  
Tuesday, January 26, 2010  

Bethany United Methodist Church Staff  
 Lead Pastor ............................................................................Brad Mather 
 Director of Childrenôs Ministries ........................................... Kara Schaller 
 Director of Youth Ministries ................................................. Becky Mather 
   Director of Visitation and Caring Ministries ....................... Mark Saltzman 
 Director of Church Life .............................................................. Tom Popp 
 Global Mission Partners .......................... Ardell & Gordon Graner, Bolivia 
   .............................................................................. Paul Webster, Zambia 
 Director of Music .............................................................. Taras Nahirniak 
 Organist ............................................................................... Sue Poullette 
 Director of Bell Choirs ............................................................ Paul Litterio 
 Director of Childrenôs Choir ................................................. Jenny Kimball 
 Director of Cherub Choir ..........................................................Lisa Hindle 
 Office Administrator ........................................................... Rachel Scheer 
 Membership Secretary .......................................................... Betsy Dunne 
 Financial Secretary ........................................................ Sandra Arrington 
 Treasurer ......................................................................... Steven Webster 
 Facilities Manager ............................................................... Walt Holthaus 
 Custodians ............................................................................Ron Rebholz 
  .............................................................................................Ruben Rosas 
 Church Phone ................................................................... (608) 238-6381 
 Church Fax ....................................................................... (608) 238-6451 
 Church Office Email ......................... BethanyOffice@WisconsinUMC.org 
 Web Site ..........................................................www.BethanyMadison.org 

How to Reach the Pastor 

 Church Office:  (608) 238-6381  

 Brad’s  Home:  (608) 862-3180 

Hours of Sunday Worship 
 Traditional Worship  8:00 a.m. 

 Contemporary Worship  9:00 a.m. 

 Traditional Worship 10:45 a.m. 

 Sunday School  9:15 a.m. 

 Adult Education 9:15 a.m. 

 Middle School Youth Group 3:30 p.m. 

 High School Youth Group 6:00 p.m.  

Bethany Banner Volunteers  
 

 Banner Assembly: Mary Blasdel, Gerry Cotter, Margaret Dega, 
   Betsy Dunne, Eileen Dunne, Sally Gaard, 
   Patty Glassen, Jeanice Harrington, Peggy Hunt, 
   Kathy Nelson, Eleanor Nordness, Helen Thayer,

 Donna Wold 
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